'IRAQ
Turks to Mosul and of the loss of the Wilayet had been aroused
that the protests of sections of the British Press and Parliament
against further British commitments in 'Iraq, reproduced in
Baghdad newspapers, came as a shock to many 'Iraqis who
realized that without Great Britain, clraq would be helpless
in the existing dispute.L Under the circumstances, the decision
of the League, published in Baghdad, December i7th and i8th,
was generally received with relief although the vernacular
Press was guarded in comments on the conditions attached to it.
Al-I$tiqlal and Al^Alam al~'Arabi went so far as to omit from
the text the words "over a period of twenty-five years'.
Although the prolongation of treaty relations was not
entirely unpopular,a save among a group of Nationalists who
held that the new Treaty must be accompanied by conces-
sions to Nationalism, the unqualified prolongation of the
Financial and Military Agreements met with general disfavour,
It was held that the Report of Sir Hilton Young regarding
financial conditions in Iraq8 had confirmed the criticisms of
the Constituent Assembly, When, therefore, the Council of
Ministers, to whom the draft Treaty was presented on Decem-
ber 28th, manifested a strong desire for clauses stipulating the
early amendment of the Financial and Military Agreements
and the periodic review both of 'Iraq's readiness for the League
of Nations and of the possibility of further amendment of the
subsidiary Agreements, the Colonial Office gave its assent.
The final text of the Treaty approved by the Council, January
1 Secret Police Report, Baghdad. In early September, after the Commission
Report was received in Baghdad, the Prime Minister, 'Abdul Muhsin Beg,
telegraphed Mr. Amery: 'The *Irao^ nation, represented by its Chamber of
Deputies, declares its strong friendship for Great Britain after the expiry of the
present treaty*. Official Journal, October, 1925, p. 1314.
8 Al-Muftd, however, declared, January I4th, 19^6: 'H.M. Government is
bent on frightening the 'Iraq Government into signing the Treaty with its eyes
shut* Strange phantoms, colonization, Kurdistan, Goyan, decentralization, the
loss of oil, etc., have arisen out of the welter of politics,* The paper was
immediately suppressed,
3 Report of the Financial Mission Appointed by the Secretary of State for the
Colonies to enquire into the Financial Position and Prospects of the Government of
'Jrag (Confidential). (Baghdad, 1925.)
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